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Reading Suggestions From Wapiti Regional Library 
Favorite Family Read-Alouds 

 
Reading aloud to your child is not only lots of fun, it's crucial to early brain development. The books on 
this list are for listeners of varying ages. Snuggle up and read! 

 
Title: Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day 
Author: Viorst, Judith 
Description: Sometimes it feels as if everything goes wrong at once. Poor Alexander is having that kind 
of day. 

 
Title: Bark, George 
Author: Feiffer, Jules (Author, Illustrator) 
Description: What's going on with George? His mother can't figure out why he won't bark. 

 
Title: Beezus and Ramona 
Author: Cleary, Beverly 
Description: Ramona invites her entire kindergarten class over one rainy day, without telling her 
mother! This hilarious book will captivate you. 

 
Title: The BFG 
Author: Dahl, Roald 
Description: Sophie helps a BFG (Big Friendly Giant) make a plan to save the world from some not-so- 
friendly giants. 

 
Title: Blueberries for Sal 
Author: McCloskey, Robert 
Description: Little Sal and Little Bear both lose their mothers while eating blueberries on Blueberry Hill. 

 
Title: Bunnicula: A Rabbit - Tale of Mystery 
Author: Howe, Deborah 
Description: Bunnicula looks sweet, but he's really a vampire bunny. Lock up the vegetables! 

 
Title: Caps For Sale 
Author: Slobodkina, Esphyr 
Description: As a peddler is taking a nap, all of his caps are stolen by a band of mischievous monkeys. 

 
Title: Fin M'Coul: The Giant of Knockmany Hill 
Author: De Paola, Tomie 
Description: This is the larger-than-life story of how Fin M'Coul's wife helps outwit the terrible giant, 
Cucullin. 

 
Title: Frog and Toad Are Friends 
Author: Lobel, Arnold 
Description: Meet Frog and Toad, best friends, in five short stories that will be enjoyed by both children 
and adults. 

 
Title: Iktomi and the Boulder 
Author: Goble, Paul 
Description: A Plains Indian tale about the trickster Iktomi, and how he tries to defeat a boulder. 
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Title: King Bidgood's in the Bathtub 
Author: Wood, Audrey 
Description: The king won't get out of the tub! Who knows what to do? 

 
Title: Many Moons 
Author: Thurber, James 
Description: This is the story of a princess who wants the moon, and how she gets it. 

 
Title: Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel 
Author: Burton, Virginia Lee 
Description: Can Mary Anne really dig as much in a day as a hundred men can dig in a week? 

 
Title: The Mouse and the Motorcycle 
Author: Cleary, Beverly 
Description: A reckless young mouse named Ralph makes friends with a boy in room 215 of the 
Mountain View Inn and discovers the joys of motorcycling. 

 
Title: Owls in the Family 
Author: Mowat, Farley 
Description: A classic about a family with unusual pets. 

 
Title: Read-Aloud Rhymes for the Very Young 
Author: Brown, Marc (Illustrator); Prelutsky, Jack (Selected by) 
Description: Short poems for small listeners with small attention spans. 

 
Title: The Secret Garden 
Author: Burnett, Frances Hodgson 
Description: The discovery of a hidden, overgrown garden helps change the lives of two unhealthy, 
spoiled children. 

 
Title: The Sneetches and Other Stories 
Author: Seuss, Dr. 
Description: Four funny stories all in one book. 

 
Title: Stuart Little 
Author: White, E. B. 
Description: Stuart is only two inches high, and he looks exactly like a mouse. 

 
Title: Summer of the Monkeys 
Author: Rawls, Wilson 
Description: A funny book about a boy named Jay Berry and an unforgettable summer. 
 
Title: Tikki Tikki Tembo 
Author: Mosel, Arlene 
Description: A little boy falls in a well and almost drowns, all thanks to his too-long name! 

 
Title: Understood Betsy 
Author: Fisher, Dorothy Canfield 
Description: Shy Elizabeth Ann discovers her own abilities and strengths when she goes to live with 
relatives on a Vermont farm. 
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Title: The Velveteen Rabbit 
Author: Williams, Margery 
Description: A little toy rabbit lives in the nursery with the other stuffed animals and wants to become 
real. 

 
Title: The Water Horse 
Author: King-Smith, Dick 
Description: Kristie finds a large egg that hatches into an unusual sea creature with a ravenous appetite. 

 
Title: When We Were Very Young 
Author: Milne, A. A. 
Description: Funny and endearing rhymes by the author of Winnie-the-Pooh. 

 
Title: Where the Sidewalk Ends 
Author: Silverstein, Shel 
Description: One of the best-loved collections of poetry for children since its publication in 1974. 

 
Title: Where the Wild Things Are 
Author: Sendak, Maurice 
Description: Max is sent to bed without his supper, and sails to the land of the wild things. 

 
Title: Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales 
Author: Cousins, Lucy 
Description: A fresh look at eight classic stories, told with bold language and vibrant pictures. 

 
Title: The Wolves of Willowby Chase 
Author: Aiken, Joan 
Description: A wicked governess makes life miserable for Bonnie and her cousin Sylvia when Bonnie’s 
parents leave Willowby Chase for a sea voyage. 

 
Title: Yummy: Eight Favorite Fairy Tales 
Author: L'Engle, Madeleine 
Description: Meg Murry, her brother Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin O'Keefe become involved 
with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's father, who has disappeared while engaged in secret 
work for the government. 

 
Title: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Author: Dahl, Roald 
Description: Each of five children lucky enough to discover an entry ticket into Mr. Willy Wonka's 
mysterious chocolate factory takes advantage of the situation in his own way. 

Title: The Boxcar Children 
Author: Warner, Gertrude Chandler 
Description: Four orphans take shelter in an old boxcar during a storm, and, determined to make it their 
own, they turn it into a safe, cozy home. 

 
Title: Ramona Quimby, Age 8 
Author: Cleary, Beverly 
Description: The further adventures of the Quimby family as Ramona enters the third grade. 
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Title: Carry On, Mr. Bowditch 
Author: Latham, Jean Lee 
Description: A fictionalized biography of the mathematician and astronomer who realized his childhood 
desire to become a ship's captain and authored The American Practical Navigator. 

Title: The Sign of the Beaver 
Author: Speare, Elizabeth George 
Description: Left alone to guard the family's wilderness home in eighteenth-century Maine, a boy is 
hard-pressed to survive until local Indians teach him their skills. 

 
Title: Holes 
Author: Sachar, Louis 
Description: As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant 
relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first 
real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 

Title: A Cricket in Times Square 
Author: Selden, George 
Description: Chester the cricket arrives at a Times Square newsstand where he makes friends with a 
boy, a cat, and a mouse. 

Title: A Year Down Yonder 
Author: Peck, Richard 
Description: During the recession of 1937, fifteen-year-old Mary Alice is sent to live with her feisty, 
larger-than-life grandmother in rural Illinois and comes to a better understanding of this fearsome 
woman. 

 
Title: Watership Down 
Author: Adams, Richard 
Description: Fiver could sense danger. Something terrible was going to happen to the warren - he felt 
sure of it. So did his brother Hazel, for Fiver's sixth sense was never wrong. They had to leave 
immediately, and they had to persuade the other rabbits to join them. And begins a long and perilous 
journey of a small band of rabbits in search of a safe home. 

 
Title: The Great Brain 
Author: Fitzgerald, John Dennis 
Description: In a small town in turn-of-the-century Utah, a precocious boy hatches scheme after scheme 
to gain prestige and money. 

Title: The Chronicles of Narnia 
Author: Lewis, C.S. 
Description: Aslan, the noble lion, and the royal leaders of Narnia struggle against the magical forces of 
evil. 

Title: On the Banks of Plum Creek 
Author: Wilder, Laura Ingalls 
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Description: Laura and her family move to Minnesota where they live in a dugout until a new house is 
built and face misfortunes caused by flood, blizzard, and grasshoppers. 

Title: Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio 
Author: Kehret, Peg 
Description: The author describes her battle against polio when she was thirteen and her efforts to 
overcome its debilitating effects. 

Title: The Bronze Bow 
Author: Speare, Elizabeth George 
Description: When the Romans brutally kill Daniel bar Jamin's father, the young Palestinian searches for 
a leader to drive them out, but comes to realize that love may be a more powerful weapon than hate. 
Set in Galilee in the time of Jesus, this story tells of a young Jewish rebel who is won over to the gentle 
teachings of Jesus. 

 
Title: Number the Stars 
Author: Lowry, Louis 
Description: In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to 
be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 

Title: Fablehaven 
Author: Mull, Brandon 
Description: When Kendra and Seth go to stay at their grandparent’s estate, they discover it is a 
sanctuary for magical creatures and that a battle between good and evil is looming. 

 
Title: The One and Only Ivan 
Author: Applegate, Katherine 
Description: When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets 
Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life. 

Title: Follow My Leader 
Author: Garfield, James B. 
Description: After Jimmy is blinded in an accident with a firecracker, he has to relearn all the things he 
used to know - how to get dressed, how to find his way around the house, even how to eat. With the 
help of a determined therapist, he learns to read Braille and use a cane. Then he's given the chance to 
have a guide dog. Learning to work with Leader is not easy, but Jimmy tries harder than he ever has 
before. Can Leader really give him the ability and the confidence he needs? 

 
Title: My Father’s Dragon 
Author: Gannett, Ruth Stiles 
Description: A young boy determines to rescue a poor baby dragon who is being used by a group of lazy 
wild animals to ferry them across the river on Wild Island. 

Title: The Wheel on the School 
Author: De Jong, Meindert 
Description: The people in a little town in Holland try to bring storks to nest in their village. 
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Title: Ms. Piggle Wiggle 
Author: MacDonald, Betty Bard 
Description: From her upside-down house, the eccentric Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle issues to parents her 
marvelous cures for such common children's diseases as Won't-Put-Away-Toys-itis, Answerbackism, and 
Fighter-Quarrelitis. 

Title: The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane 
Author: DiCamillo, Kate 
Description: Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is 
separated from the little girl who adores him and travels across the country, acquiring new owners and 
listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories. 

Title: Cheaper By the Dozen 
Author: Gilbreth, Frank B. 
Description: the unforgettable story of the Gilbreth clan as told by two of its members. In this 
endearing, amusing memoir, siblings Frank Jr. and Ernestine capture the hilarity and heart of growing up 
in an oversized family. Mother and Dad are world-renowned efficiency experts, helping factories fine- 
tune their assembly lines for maximum output at minimum cost. At home, the Gilbreths themselves 
have cranked out twelve kids, and Dad is out to prove that efficiency principles can apply to family as 
well as the workplace. The heartwarming and comic stories of the jumbo-sized Gilbreth clan have 
delighted generations of readers. 

 
Title: The Penderwicks: a summer tale of four sisters, two rabbits, and a very interesting boy 
Author: Birdsall, Jeanne 
Description: While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable 
sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the dismay of his snobbish 
mother. 

 
Title: Caddie Woodlawn 
Author: Brink, Carol Ryrie 
Description: Chronicles the adventures of eleven-year-old Caddie growing up with her six brothers and 
sisters on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Title: Across 5 Aprils 
Author: Hunt, Irene 
Description: The unforgettable story of Jethro Creighton—a brave boy who comes of age during the 
turbulent years of the Civil War. 

Title: The Phantom Tollbooth 
Author: Juster, Norton 
Description: A journey through a land where Milo learns the importance of words and numbers provides 
a cure for his boredom. 

Title: Iktomi and the Boulder 
Author: Goble, Paul 
Description: Iktomi, a Plains Indian trickster, attempts to defeat a boulder with the assistance of some 
bats, in this story which explains why the Great Plains are covered with small stones. 


